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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that .tbe^eferences be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

The Applicants request that the documents listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08 be 
made of official record in the above-identified application and considered by the Examiner. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of all listed documents cited on Form PTO/SB/08 are not 
submitted herewith because they were previously submitted to the Patent Office in priority 
application U.S. Serial No. 09/724,126 filed on 1 1/28/00, now issued U.S. Patent No. 6,706,505, 
from which priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Should the Examiner desire additional 
copies of the documents, the Applicants will provide them upon request. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement 
may be "material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that 



any patent, publication or other information referred. to therein constitutes prior art under 35 
U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information 
Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98. 

No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b) because this statement and Form 
Form PTO/SB/08 are being submitted before receipt of a first Office action on the merits in the 
above-identified patent application. However, should the Patent Office determine that a fee is 
due for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement, the Patent Office is hereby 
authorized to charge that fee to Deposit Account 13-2855. 
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